
Full Council Meeting – 26 February 2020 
 
Report of Councillor Benet Allen - Communications 
 
Attended a conference about culture in the rural economy with the Arts Council 
and other Local Authorities, including from Cornwall and a range from the East of 
England mainly. 
  

 A few headlines included the focus on culture and creativity being about 
social cohesion, public health and wellbeing and about shared 
experiences, helping to define place. Of 820 NPOs, only 37 had a rural 
postcode. 

 A key issue for this sector is that the Standard Industrial Classification 
codes or Location Quotients do not accurately capture the range of 
activity or its impact, as LQ tends to focus on the density/agglomeration of 
businesses in a specific location (tending to be a city) rather than a 
distributed sector in a rural context – this impacts the ability to produce 
evidence in a format to leverage funding from central Government. 

 The Arts Council has launched a new strategy “supporting a thriving 
cultural and creative rural landscape” and views Local Authorities as a key 
strategic partner locally.A new 10 year strategy was published 10 years 
ago called LETS CREATE with a focus on three areas of aspiration – to 
encourage greater expresssion of creativity and that of others, more 
villages and towns to flourish through a shared approach to culture, a 
thriving professional arts community connecting individuals with arts 
organisations and working internationally 

 In October 2019, the Arts Council launched a cultural investment fund of 
£250m over 5 years – libraries have a key role in a rural cultural partnership 
and Libraries Unlimited oin Devon have been granted NPO status 

 A cultural toolkit will be available from the LGA on 2ND March to help 
develop cultural strategies called LGA Cultural strategy in a box and will 
be published on their website 

 Cultural in a rural community helps to address issues such as social 
isolation, contribute to health and happiness in terms of social proscription 

 The national rural touring forum will have a local representative to bring 
national cultural to rural locations 

 


